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Dear Colleague: 
 
Welcome to the seventh annual conference of the National Network of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI).  
We are pleased to be returning to New Orleans this year for a collective dialogue on health reform. 
 
This year’s conference, Unlocking Hidden Potential for Health Policy Reform, is focusing on building 
strong components of health promotion, improvement and disease prevention into national, state, and local 
health system reform.  This conference convenes thought leaders in health reform and highlights work of 
national organizations, public health institutes, health policy centers, and local health collaboratives related 
to health system transformation. 
 
We are also pleased that the conference will serve as a vehicle to share the collective wisdom gained by 
the organizations actively involved in a health transformation project sponsored by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) through NNPHI.  Our hope is that this conference will continue to build social 
networks around health reform, foster linkages between public health institutes and other state and 
national health improvement efforts, and serve to advance a health improvement and disease prevention 
dialogue within the context of health reform.  The conference theme, format, presentations and other 
opportunities build on these goals.   
 
Please take a few moments to familiarize yourself with this conference syllabus.  The notebook includes the 
conference agenda, speaker biographies, session and roundtable descriptions, and a participant list.  We 
hope that this notebook will be an invaluable resource to you and your staff throughout the year.   
 
We encourage you to actively participate in the conference’s plenary sessions, roundtable discussions, 
demonstration project showcase and all other activities.  We have designed this meeting with the intent 
that you will be able to gain insight and new ideas, build and enhance peer networks, and share best 
practices and lessons learned so that each of you will acquire applicable knowledge to benefit your state. 
 
The success of this conference is directly attributable to the many individuals and organizations that have 
provided input and support in its planning and implementation.  Special thanks to our member public 
health institutes, state health policy centers and national partners for sharing their knowledge and 
experience.  There are many volunteers who have worked with NNPHI to make this conference the best it 
can be for you, the participant. 
 
We are glad you are here and look forward to an enjoyable and productive meeting. 
 
Healthy regards,  
 

 
Karen J. Minyard, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Georgia Health Policy Center 
Chair-Elect, NNPHI 
2008 Conference Chair 
 



 
 
The National Network of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI) was formed in 2001 to recognize and 
enhance the work being done in public health by independent, nonprofit collaborative entities. 
Many states and local jurisdictions have formed these multi-sector organizations with their unique 
partnerships with government, the business community, academia, and other nonprofits. NNPHI 
members share certain characteristics of fostering innovation, creating efficient administrative 
structures, and reaching out to partners outside of the usual governmental arena.  The leaders of 
the individual institutes recognize they share common goals and objectives, which can be 
enhanced through a formal collaborative network, working in partnership with national public 
health partners. 
 
NNPHI is a 501(c)3 organization funded by member dues, a cooperative agreement with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and grants from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation. NNPHI is a membership-driven organization that accomplishes its mission of fostering 
innovations that improve health through: educational teleconferences; training workshops; 
collaborative research and information exchange; support for emerging institutes; a bi-monthly 
newsletter; a website; and meetings such as this one. 
 
To learn more about NNPHI, including its members, programs and governance, please visit 
http://www.nnphi.org.  
 

NNPHI Board Members 
 

Camille Miller, Chair  Richard Cohen, Board Member  

Karen Minyard, Chair-Elect  Laura Landrum, Board Member  

Robert St. Peter, Immediate Past Chair  Jonathan Stewart, Board Member  

Ellen Rautenberg, Secretary/Treasurer  Jeffrey Taylor, Board Member  

Joseph Kimbrell, Chief Executive Officer   
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Conference Overview 
 
Conference Highlights 
Plenary Sessions 
National leaders and senior staff from public health institutes will address topics related to building strong 
components of health promotion, improvement and disease prevention in national state, and local health 
system reform. Panel Discussions will include: 

• State-based Forums on Health Transformation- Stories from the Field 
• National Initiatives Supporting Health Transformation 
• CDC Portfolio Managers (Senior Management Officials) 

 
Featured Speakers include: 
George Halvorson 
Chairman & CEO 
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc & Kaiser Foundation Hospitals 
Author of Health Care Reform Now!  
  
Vincent Lafronza 
Co-Principal and Founder 
CommonHealth ACTION 
 
Neal Halfon 
Director 
UCLA Center for Healthier Children, Families and Communities 
Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Health Sciences, and Policy Studies: David Geffen School of 
Medicine at UCLA; community health sciences in the UCLA School of Public Health; and public policy in the 
UCLA School of Public Affairs 
 
Roundtable Discussions 
Representatives from public health institutes, health policy centers and national partner organizations will 
lead discussions on organizational infrastructure, cutting edge programs, research and policy.   
 
NNPHI Demonstration Project Panel 
Public health institutes working in varied landscapes will highlight the best of what they do during an 
energizing panel discussion.  This session will demonstrate the unique roles and capacities of institutes to 
address the population health agenda in their state through project case studies.  
 
Conference Participants 
The conference participants will include a diverse mix of public health professionals, including 
representatives from:  

o Established public health institutes 
o Emerging public health institutes 
o State and local health departments 
o National partners and trade organizations 
o Local, state and national foundations 
o Community organizations 

 



 

Speaker Biographies 
 
J. Nick Baird currently serves as the Executive Director of the Healthiest Nation Alliance, a collaborative 
effort of the CDC, the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, and the National Association of 
County and City Health Officials, to transform the nation’s health system to make the US the healthiest 
nation in a healthier world. He is the immediate past Director of the Ohio Department of Health, which has 
over 1300 employees and a budget that exceeds $590 million. During his eight year tenure, he led the 
state’s efforts in bioterrorism and pandemic influenza planning, increased health coverage for low-income 
mothers and children, and strong and rapid response to disease outbreaks. In 2006, Dr. Baird served as 
the President-elect of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO), which is a national 
nonprofit organization representing the state and territorial public health agencies of the United States, 
the U.S. Territories, and the District of Columbia. Dr. Baird serves on the President’s Council on Physical 
Fitness and Sports, and is affiliated with numerous public health organizations. In January, 2008 he was 
named to CDC’s Director’s Advisory Council by HHS Secretary Michael Leavitt. 
 
Dina Wolfman Baker, Vice President of Communications at Philadelphia Health Management Corporation, 
oversees a team that provides professional marketing, PR and communications strategy and agency 
services to PHMC’s internal programs, affiliate organizations and external consulting clients. Dina brings to 
her role 25 years of communications and marketing experience and a unique blend of strategic, 
leadership and business development skills from both the non-profit and corporate sectors. Her expertise 
includes public/media relations, advertising, branding, public affairs, internal communications, change 
management, funding and development, eMarketing and eBusiness, strategic planning and client services.  
She has spoken and published widely on topics related to marketing and communications. Dina currently 
serves on the Boards of Linda Creed Breast Cancer Foundation and of her synagogue where she has taken 
on many leadership roles.  She also has been active with numerous other organizations in health and 
human services delivery as well as other areas.  A member of the American Marketing Association and the 
American Public Health Association, Dina is committed to ongoing professional development, learning and 
participation for herself and her staff.  She received her bachelor of arts degree from Cornell University. 
 
Traci Camilli accepted a position with the Mid America Alliance during her CDC Fellowship Program, 
Public Health Prevention Service, in September 2005 and has played an active role since accepting the 
position and now currently serves as the Director of Plans and Programs. In this role, Traci works with each 
of the state lab directors, state epidemiologists and public health trainers to push regional programs within 
the 10 member MAA states. Traci has a diverse educational background, where she holds an MBA and a 
Masters in Marketing from the University of Colorado at Denver and a BA in Psychology from Wells 
College in NY which allow her to bring a unique perspective to the public health table. Her professional 
interests include Social Marketing, Risk Communications, Crisis Management, Public Health Preparedness 
and Program Evaluation.  Traci is excited about sharing innovative strategies with other public health 
professionals and is delighted to have the opportunity to network here today. 
 
Liza Creel joined Texas Health Institute in June 2006 as a program manager, managing projects in 
community health improvement and public health infrastructure development. Liza leads the Genetics Policy 
Education Project of the Mountain States Genetics Regional Collaborative Center, which is administered by 
THI. Within THI’s Shared Vision Project, Liza is responsible for managing the development, implementation 
and evaluation of several projects, including the Mountain States Genetics Regional Collaborative Center. 



In addition, Liza staffs activities of the Partnership for a Healthy Texas: Conquering Obesity, an informal 
group of over 20 statewide organizations focusing on obesity prevention and reduction. Prior to graduate 
school, Liza worked as an operations analyst for a nonprofit international development aid organization 
based in Dallas, Texas where she worked to procure valuable medical supplies and equipment to send to 
developing countries. In April 2004, she was inducted into the Alpha Eta Society, an honor society that 
recognizes allied health professionals who have excelled in their field. Liza received her Master of Public 
Health from the University of Michigan School of Public Health and her Bachelor of Science in Health 
Services Administration from the University of Texas, Southwestern School of Allied Health Sciences.  

Mary V. Davis, Director of Evaluation Services, North Carolina Institute for Public Health. Dr. Davis has 
worked at the Institute since 2001 and has Adjunct Faculty appointments in the Departments of Health 
Behavior and Health Education and Health Policy and Administration, University of North Carolina, School 
of Public Health. She provides program planning and evaluation services to NCIPH and the University of 
North Carolina, School of Public Health. Specialty areas are public health systems, such as accreditation. 
Dr. Davis earned her doctorate in behavioral sciences and health education from the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Public Health in 1994 and her masters in science in public health from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, Department of Health Behavior in 1991. 
 
Shelina Foderingham is the Clinical Practice Program Coordinator at the Louisiana Public Health Institute 
(LPHI). She is currently responsible for working with LPHI Clinical Quality Improvement Team in assisting 
primary care clinics in the development and implementation of quality improvement programs and 
activities. Prior to LPHI, Shelina completed work in the areas of women’s health and stress post-hurricane 
Katrina and mental health counseling. Shelina has a dual-masters degree in social work and public health 
from Tulane University Schools of Social Work and Public Health and Tropical Medicine. 
 
Mark Fussell is the CDC Senior Management Official to the State of Texas with responsibilities for 
representing the agency to state and local public health leaders, and other public health partners. As the 
CDC SMO, he coordinates executive-level communications and engagement, characterizes, analyzes and 
advises CDC’s annual investment portfolio, manages the agency’s emergency response assistance, leads 
the alignment of CDC and statewide strategic health imperatives, goals and resources to maximize health 
impact, and explores ways to improve CDC assistance to the Texas public health system, including business 
services improvement.  Mark has been with CDC since 1989, and has held previous assignments in state 
and local health departments in Florida and California, at WHO Geneva, and with CDC’s Global AIDS 
Program in Zimbabwe and Central America. Mark has a master’s degree in public administration from the 
University of Miami. 
 
Torrie T. Harris is a Post Doctoral Fellow. She received her Dr.P.H. from the University of Kentucky, College 
of Public Health in Health Behavior. She is actively involved in all projects at the UK Center for Public 
Health Systems Research with primary responsibilities for the Data Harmonization Advisory Committee 
where she is collaborating with researchers to standardize survey instruments that will enhance data 
collection from local and state health governing agencies. Dr. Harris also serves as the Program Evaluator 
for health education and awareness programs administered through the Health Education through 
Extension Leadership Project (H.E.E.L.) which is supported by both the UK Colleges of Public Health and 
Agriculture. As a result of working with this project, Dr. Harris has published in the Journal of Extension on 
the importance of partnerships between Academic Health Centers and Cooperative Extension.  Prior to 
coming to UK, she received her Masters of Public Health at Tulane University School of Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine with a concentration in Maternal and Child Health Care. Dr. Harris worked extensively 
on maternal and child health programs studying infant mortality and morbidity, child passenger safety, 
minority health, and public mental health.  Dr. Harris is particularly interested in access to healthcare of 
disadvantaged populations and the implications on behavioral health. 
 
Julia Heany  serves as the Program Director of the Center for Healthcare Excellence  
(CHE) at the Michigan Public Health Institute (MPHI) and coordinates MPHI-CHE’s GIS Lab. Dr. Heany’s 
expertise includes ecological research and the application of qualitative and quantitative methods to 



public health problems. Dr. Heany has worked in the areas of violence against women, child maltreatment, 
obesity prevention, and long term care system reform. Dr. Heany completed her PhD in Community 
Psychology with a specialization in child development and public policy from University of Missouri-Kansas 
City in 2005 and her BS in Psychology from Michigan State University in 1999. 
 
Joe Kimbrell is the Chief Executive Officer of the Louisiana Public Health Institute and Program Director 
for the National Network of Public Health Institutes.  He is a former Deputy for the Louisiana Office of 
Public Health.  His contributions at the state and national level include the areas of leadership and 
workforce development, school health, community capacity enhancement, and population health systems 
and policy change.  Joe has a master’s degree in history from Notre Dame Seminary in New Orleans, 
Louisiana and a Masters of Social Work degree from Tulane University School of Social Work. 
 
Shannon Laing is a Research Associate with the Center for Healthcare Excellence at the Michigan Public 
Health Institute (MPHI-CHE). Ms. Laing has been with MPHI for over four years, and has worked on a 
multitude of research and evaluation projects in the areas of health promotion and disease prevention, 
health disparities, local public health, and emergency preparedness. With a background in psychology 
and social work, she specializes in qualitative research methods and analysis. Ms. Laing received a 
Bachelor of Science in psychology and child development from Utica College of Syracuse University in 
2003. She is currently pursuing a Masters of Social Work from Michigan State University with a 
concentration in organizational and community practice.  
 
Laura B. Landrum serves as the Special Projects Director for the Illinois Public Health Institute. The Institute 
is a multi-sectoral non-governmental organization working to improve the Illinois public health system and 
was originally funded by the Turning Point initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Since 2000, 
she has served as coordinator of Turning Point’s Performance Management National Excellence 
Collaborative. In addition to her Turning Point work, Ms. Landrum works as a consultant to ASTHO 
(Association of State and Territorial Health Officials) on state public health performance standards. 
Through her work with ASTHO, Ms. Landrum has worked extensively with states that are organizing a 
performance assessment and improvement processes. Laura is an instructor of community health assessment 
and policy development courses at the University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health. Ms. 
Landrum began her public health career in local health planning agencies, with much of that work as 
director of planning for the City of Chicago Health Systems Agency. She was with the Illinois Department 
of Public Health for sixteen years, where she served for ten years as Deputy Director. She is now retired 
from state service. Ms. Landrum is a Board member of the Public Health Leadership Society and is currently 
serving as Chair of the National Network of Public Health Institutes. Ms. Landrum received her master’s 
degree in urban planning and policy from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Klaus Krøyer Madsen  has been with the Texas Health Institute since July 1997. In his role as Vice 
President for Programs at THI, Klaus is responsible for directing the development, implementation and 
management of THI programs across all program areas: Health Promotion / Disease Prevention, 
Community Health Improvement and System Change Initiatives.  In particular, he is involved with THI’s 
Shared Vision Project, a forum where state and community leaders build consensus on achieving access, 
effectiveness and efficiency in healthcare in Texas.  In 2002, Klaus was appointed by former Texas 
Commissioner of Health Eduardo Sanchez to serve on the executive committee of the Texas Strategic 
Health Partnership. This public-private partnership is the first systemic change effort in Texas that seeks to 
coordinate community and statewide resources for a focused approach to disease prevention and 
community health improvement.  The Partnership is now managed and operated by THI, where staff 
facilitates the development and promotion of public-private collaboration around statewide health policy 
issues. Klaus most recently served on the CDC-sponsored National Steering Committee to Understand and 
Advance the Role of Hospitals in Improving the Public's Health.  He also served as a technical advisor to 
the project managed by Health Research and Educational Trust with the American Hospital Association. 
He received his Bachelor of Science in Business, Language and Culture from Copenhagen Business School. 
Prior to joining THI, he was an exchange student in the MBA program at The University of Texas at Austin. 



Klaus received his Master of Public Health degree from the National Executive Masters program at 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Charley Magruder is a medical epidemiologist who serves as a senior advisor to the Director of the CDC’s 
National Center for Public Health Informatics.  His work is focused on the national development of health 
information exchanges and he is currently serving as a project officer for a five year, thirty-eight million 
dollar effort in New York, Indiana, Washington and Idaho. Prior to coming to the CDC, Charley worked 
several years as a local health department director and health officer.  After completing his residency in 
General Public Health and Preventive Medicine at Walter Reed Army Institute of Research, he spent four 
years as the Chief of Preventive Medicine at Womack Army Medical Center, located at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina.  In civilian life, he worked four years as the Director and Health Officer of the 
Wichita/Sedgwick County, Kansas Health Department.  During this time, he began to address surveillance 
needs associated with bioterrorism preparations and worked with the NACCHO IT committee on these and 
other informatics issues pertinent to local public health. He is currently serving as a project officer for a 
five-year, thirty-eight million dollar effort in New York, Indiana, Washington and Idaho. 
 
Wilhelmine Miller is an Associate Research Professor in the George Washington University School of 
Public Health and Health Services. She serves as Associate Director of the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Commission to Build a Healthier America. Her research focuses on value-based health care 
coverage and policy interventions to reduce social and economic inequalities in health. Before joining the 
Department of Health Policy two years ago, Dr. Miller served as a senior program officer at the Institute 
of Medicine (IOM). She co-directed the IOM study of the consequences of uninsurance, which issued six 
reports, including Health Insurance is a Family Matter, A Shared Destiny: Community Effects of Uninsurance, 
and Hidden Costs, Value Lost: Uninsurance in America. Prior to joining IOM, Dr. Miller taught philosophy, 
ethics, and public policy at Georgetown University and Trinity College. Dr. Miller served as a policy 
analyst within the Department of Health and Human Services from 1976 until 1990. Her M.S. degree in 
health policy and management is from the Harvard School of Public Health and doctorate in political 
philosophy from Georgetown University. 
 
Karen Minyard, Ph.D. has directed the Georgia Health Policy Center at Georgia State University’s 
Andrew Young School of Policy Studies since 2001.  Minyard connects the research, policy, and 
programmatic work of the center across issue areas including, community and public health, end of life 
care, child health, health philanthropy, public and private health coverage, and the uninsured.  Prior to 
assuming her current role, she directed the networks for rural health program at the Health Policy Center.  
She also has experience with the state Medicaid program, both with the design of a reformed Medicaid 
program and the external evaluation of the primary care case management program.  Minyard also has 
13 years of experience in nursing and hospital administration. Minyard is an advocate for the importance 
of community in national, state, and local policy and the power of communities to improve health.  She 
maintains her connection with communities by working directly with local health collaboratives and serving 
on the boards of both the Physicians’ Innovation Network and Communities Joined in Action. Minyard holds 
a Bachelor’s in Nursing from the University of Virginia, a Master’s in Nursing Administration from the 
Medical College of Georgia, and a Ph.D. in Business from Georgia State University.  Her Ph.D. major was 
strategic management and her minor was health care financing.  Minyard and her husband have three 
teenagers.  They have taught fourth grade Sunday School for many years.  Minyard participates in 
marathons, studies pilates, and pursues the latest nutrition information. 
 
Carmen Rita Nevarez  is Medical Director and Vice President of External Relations at the Public Health 
Institute, Oakland, California.  She is former Health Officer and Director of the Department of Health and 
Human Services for City of Berkeley, California; Community Liaison -- Assistant to the Dean, School of 
Public Health, UC Berkeley; and Medical Director, La Clinica de la Raza, Oakland, California.  She 
currently is responsible for government affairs, binational health, and has a long term role in teen 
pregnancy prevention policy projects.  At present, she is developing an internet based platform for 
teleconferencing to be used by a number of sectors.  She earned her MD at University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, and her MPH at University of California, Berkeley. 



 
Mary A. Pittman is chief executive officer and president of the Public Health Institute in Oakland, CA.  
Before joining PHI, Ms. Pittman was president of the Chicago-based Health Research & Educational Trust 
(HRET), an affiliate of the American Hospital Association. As such, she led the growth and development of 
HRET, synchronized the efforts of board members and research and educational professionals, and served 
on the executive staff of the American Hospital Association. Before taking leadership of HRET, she was 
president and chief executive officer of the California Association of Public Hospitals. From 1984 until 
1990, she served as director of planning and evaluation for the San Francisco Department of Public 
Health. From 1996 until 2007, she also served on PHI's board of directors. Over the course of her 25-year 
public health career, Ms. Pittman has been recognized as a strong leader and advocate for public health. 
She has authored several books and numerous peer-reviewed scientific journal articles, and developed 
public policy and legislative proposals to reduce health disparities and expand access and quality of 
health care to underserved populations. 
 
Lisa A. Rosenfeld is the Director of the Center for Biopreparedness and Health System Readiness for the 
Florida Public Health Institute, located in Lantana Florida. Her interests and that of the Center are in 
improving emergency and disaster preparedness and response from natural and man-made disasters for 
individuals, communities and businesses. She is on the voluntary faculty at the University of Miami, Miller 
School of Medicine, Department of Epidemiology and Public Health and active in the local CERT and MRC 
programs. 
 
Amy L. Rossi is Associate Director for Community Relations at the Arkansas Center for Health 
Improvement. Ms. Rossi joined the Center in 2004 after a celebrated career as Director of the state’s 
leading child advocacy organization. She has been recognized as an expert in issues impacting children 
that cover a wide spectrum of issue areas ranging from legal to economic to health.  She has received 
numerous awards for improving the lives of Arkansas children through systemic change in public policies 
and reallocation of public resources. One of her projects since joining ACHI has been the management and 
oversight of the collection of annual BMI assessments of school children. Additionally, she oversees the 
communication activities and public dissemination of work advanced at ACHI. Ms. Rossi received her 
Master’s degree from the University of Tennessee.  
 
Amy Radican-Wald is Senior Policy Analyst at the Center for Mississippi Health Policy.  Prior to this 
position, she served as Research and Data Analyst for the Mississippi Primary Health Care Association, a 
statewide membership organization of Federally Qualified Community Health Centers.  Other previous 
experience includes working as an infectious disease and bioterrorism epidemiologist for the Mississippi 
State Department of Health.  Ms. Radican-Wald holds both a Bachelor’s degree in biology with minors in 
chemistry and forensic science as well as a Master’s of Public Health degree in epidemiology and 
biostatistics from the University of Southern Mississippi. Currently, Ms. Radican-Wald is a Doctor of Public 
Health candidate in epidemiology as well as a student instructor at Jackson State University, School of 
Health Sciences. Recent projects undertaken by Ms. Radican-Wald at the Center include an analysis of the 
state’s trauma care system and a demographic profile of children’s health coverage in Mississippi.  Ms. 
Radican-Wald serves on the board of directors for two statewide health coalitions: the Mississippi Chronic 
Illnesses Coalition and the Mississippi Comprehensive Cancer Control and Prevention Coalition.  
 
Donna Sofaer is the Vice President for Development and Communications at the Public Health Institute in 
Oakland, California.  In this role, she monitors funding opportunities for 75 principal investigators and 
project directors and provides guidance and oversight to the bid and proposal unit in the submission of 
approximately 250 proposals each year to dozens of distinct federal, state, local, and foundation funders.  
Working for years with a portfolio of clients including PHI and its predecessor organizations as a 
consulting grantwriter, Donna was hired by PHI in 1993 to join a small team of pre-award specialists in 
submitting timely, complete, and fundable proposals that complied with a wide range of rules and 
regulations applicable to non-profit grantees and contractors.  Assuming increasing responsibilities over her 
career at PHI, she also now serves on the senior management team at PHI and provides oversight to the 



corporate communications department.  Donna has a BS in Business from Dominican University in California, 
a background in business development, and a member of the Society of Research Administrators. 
 
Robert F. St. Peter is President and CEO of the Kansas Health Institute. The Kansas Health Institute is an 
independent, non-profit health policy and research organization based in Topeka.  Dr. St. Peter is a 
physician with experience in health services research and health policy development.  Prior to joining the 
Kansas Health Institute, he served as Senior Medical Researcher at Mathematica Policy Research and the 
Center for Studying Health System Change in Washington, D.C.  He also served as a Health Policy Adviser 
on the U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Human Resources during consideration of comprehensive 
health care reform legislation in 1994-95, and as the Luther L. Terry Senior Fellow in Preventive Medicine 
in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  His research has been published in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, the New England Journal of Medicine, Health Affairs, Pediatrics and 
other journals.  He has served on the boards of directors of organizations including the National Network 
of Public Health Institutes, the Community Health Council of Wyandotte County (KS), and Wheatlands 
Administrative Services.  Dr. St. Peter received his undergraduate degree in Business Administration from 
the University of Kansas and his medical degree from Duke University.  He completed his residency and 
chief residency in pediatrics at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center in Denver.  He was an 
international health fellow in Nigeria, West Africa, and a Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar at the 
University of California San Francisco/Stanford University.  He is a Research Associate Professor in the 
Department of Preventive Medicine at the University of Kansas School of Medicine, and has previously 
held faculty appointments at the University of Colorado Health Sciences Center, the University of 
California San Francisco, and George Washington University in Washington, D.C. 
 
Veronica Stephens is the Executive Director of the Mid America Alliance and was the former Director of 
the US Public Health Service Commissioned Corps Readiness Force (CCRF and the former Director of the 
Office of Planning and Emergency Response Coordination (OPERC) in the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Public Health Emergency Preparedness (OASPHEP), Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  
She is a Nurse Practitioner with a twenty-seven year career of Uniformed Service, having served in the 
Army and the Navy as well as the Public Health Service.  She received her undergraduate degree from 
the Medical College of Georgia, her Nurse Practitioner degree from Emory University and her Masters in 
Nursing and Health Care Administration from the University of Phoenix and is a member of Sigma Theta 
Tau Nursing Honor Society. Ms. Stephens is a seasoned clinician with a variety of operational and 
leadership experiences.  She served in the Navy aboard the Hospital Ship USNS Comfort during Desert 
Storm.  Ms. Stephens returned to the Persian Gulf nine months later with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as Medical Officer aboard the Mt. Mitchell, a NOAA research vessel 
sent to the Gulf to conduct research on the environmental effects of the oil spills from the war.  Her focus 
has been on clinical practice, training and education and public health leadership. 
 
Joseph W. Thompson is the Director of the Arkansas Center for Health Improvement (ACHI). Dr. 
Thompson’s work is centered at the intersection of clinical care, public health and health policy. He is 
responsible for developing health policy, research activities and collaborative programs that promote 
better health and health care in Arkansas.  Dr. Thompson works closely with the Governor’s office, the 
Arkansas legislature and public and private organizations across the state on relevant health policy topics.  
Dr. Thompson has led vanguard efforts in planning and implementing health care financing reform, 
tobacco- and obesity-related health promotion and disease prevention programs.   He was the lead 
architect of the Tobacco Settlement Act of 2000, at the forefront of Arkansas’s nation-leading efforts 
against childhood obesity, and instituted the Arkansas Health Insurance Roundtable.  Under his leadership, 
ACHI helped pass the Clean Indoor Air Act of 2006, documented the state’s success in halting progress of 
the childhood obesity epidemic, and helped implement ARHealthNet, Arkansas’s health insurance waiver 
for low-income workers. He currently serves on the Arkansas Board of Health and is past President of the 
Arkansas Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics.  Nationally, Dr. Thompson serves on the board 
of AcademyHealth and on the Health Care Financing and Organization National Advisory Panel.  He is 
author of numerous articles and publications that reflect his research interests in the areas of health and 
health care including access, quality and finance.  



 
Joseph E. Washington is the Executive Direction of SharedCare Inc., a community- wide effort to access 
health care for low income uninsured  residents of Horry County, South Carolina.  In this capacity he also 
founded a chapter of The Firs Tee, a youth development program which uses the game of golf as its 
platform along with its Life Skills Curriculum.  He also is the former Chairperson of the Board of Directors 
of the Organization for a New Equality in Boston, MA.  The organization works to educate low and 
moderate income people about the financial system and provide fair and equal access to credit and 
capital, as well as IDA’s  and other asset building programs. Before joining SharedCare Inc. in December 
2002, Joseph was the Senior Pastor of the Historic Brooks Memorial United Methodist Church in Queens, 
New York.  He also was the Executive Order and became the first Director of the Boston Minority/Women 
Business Enterprise Office and the Senior Advisor on Equal Rights to the Mayor of Boston.  In the 1980s, he 
served as the Director of the Speaker’s Bureau for Oxfam America, an international self help development 
organization working in Asia, Africa and Latin America to fight poverty, health disparities and world 
hunger.  He is a graduate of the University of Arkansas in Pine Bluff, The Interdenominational Theological 
Center in Atlanta, Ga., and studied law at the University Of Arkansas School Of Law in Fayetteville. 
 
Robin Wilcox is the Associate Director of the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB). At PHAB, Robin 
provides leadership, management, and vision for the development of the national accreditation program 
including overseeing multiple workgroups and committees. Her appointment at PHAB follows a career of 
leadership and innovation in the public health arena in many different venues, including non-profits and 
state and local health departments and coalitions. As a member of the Coordinating Council of the 
Coalition for Healthier Cities and Communities, Robin was a national leader in healthy communities. On the 
local level she was Vice President of the Pennsylvania Institute for Healthy Communities and Vice President 
for Community Health of the Delaware Valley Healthcare Council where she worked with community 
coalitions on health improvement and on social capital as a determinant of health. As the Director of 
Programs for Safe Kids Worldwide, Robin developed child injury prevention programs. Robin also served 
as the Vice President of Community Health at Texas Health Resources. She has served as a community 
public health consultant, directed the promotion of the School of Public Health at MCP Hahnemann 
University, and served as the Executive Director of a five-county health policy and planning agency in 
southern New Jersey. Robin worked in the Pennsylvania Department of Health for many years in positions 
that included Acting Deputy Secretary for Community Health and Director of the Office of Policy, Planning 
and Evaluation. Ms. Wilcox currently serves on the Advisory Committee of the Association of Community 
Health Improvement and is a Fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia.  
 
Clayton Williams is Director of Health Systems Development at the Louisiana Public Health Institute (LPHI) 
in New Orleans, Louisiana. Mr. Williams came to New Orleans to pursue graduate studies in public health 
and health systems management at Tulane University in 1998 after graduating from Northwestern 
University and spending several years working in a primary care clinic and the emergency medical system 
in Chicago. Selected contributions of Mr. Williams over his six-year tenure with LPHI include: Director of the 
$100 million Primary Care Access and Stabilization Grant which will stabilize and expand primary care 
clinics throughout the Greater New Orleans Region. The goal of the grant is to help build a network of 
high quality and sustainable primary and behavioral healthcare services that meet the needs of the 
people of the region; Convened the Greater New Orleans Health Planning Group which developed the 
first comprehensive planning framework for health system rebuilding for greater; New Orleans post-
Katrina with local, state, and federal health officials and a stakeholder group of over 100 in 2005; LPHI 
lead for the Louisiana Health and Population Survey in 2006, the first rigorous, household survey of 18 
parishes that were most heavily affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita; and Development of Partnership 
for Access to Healthcare (PATH), a collaborative of health and social service providers of Greater New 
Orleans established to improve accessibility and quality of care for the underserved; Administrative lead 
for the design and implementation of a clinical information system (CLinical InQuiry – CLIQ) in coordination 
with LSU’s Section of Medical Informatics, currently in use by thousands of clinicians across the state to 
improve the quality and efficiency of care, and houses over 500,000 patient records and more than 
29,000,000 results and reports. Mr. Williams is an alumnus of the National Public Health Leadership 



Institute and doctoral student at Tulane University in Health Systems Management. He lives in the Uptown 
neighborhood of New Orleans with his wife, Amy, and two children. 
 
Vondie Moore Woodbury has been Director of the Muskegon Community Health Project since October 
1995. Initially established in 1993 by the W.K.Kellogg Foundation, the Health Project is one of the oldest 
health collaborative programs in the country and has been credited with the development of one of the 
most innovative and successful community programs for the working uninsured – Access Health. Under 
Woodbury’s leadership, the Health Project has additionally been credited with developing a dental 
initiative to increase access for low-income children; a countywide diabetes screening effort that 
encompassed 14,000 community members; a multiple-county effort to provide medical coordination for 
parolees; and, a CDC supported initiative that reduced the inappropriate use of antibiotics in treating 
viral infections by over 34% countywide. A core mission of the Health Project is the utilization of 
Community Health Assessment and Behavioral Risk Factor data in health improvement strategies. Ms. 
Moore Woodbury is co-author of Out of the Box and Over the Barriers a book describing Muskegon’s 
community driven process to develop Access Health.  She has worked with communities in over 40 states 
that have expressed an interest in replicating the Access Health model and, she has worked as a consultant 
to the National Association of Counties, the Health Resources and Services Administration and the Michigan 
Department of Corrections. Ms. Moore Woodbury has a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from Grand 
Valley State University and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Western Michigan University. 
She has additional postgraduate training in economic development through the University of Michigan.  In 
2006, Ms Woodbury was recognized for her work in health policy by GVSU and awarded the University’s 
Distinguished Alumna Award. 

 
 
 





 
 

Public Health Institute Funding Strategies Workshop 
 

Thursday, May 15, 2008 
 

8:00 – 9:00 AM 
 

Location of Session: Grand Salon 
 
Donna Sofaer of the Public Health Institute in California will lead conference participants in a 
discussion about funding strategies for public health institutes. 
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14. Using Internet 2.0 Web Tools for Collaboration in Public Health 
Presenter: Carmen Nevarez, Medical Director and Vice President of External Relations, 
Public Health Institute 

 
According to Clay Shirky, Here Comes Everybody:  The Power of Organizing without 
Organization, “When we change the way we communicate we change society.  Web 2.0 tools 
have altered the old limits on the size, sophistication, and scope of unsupervised effort” 
required to communicate effectively between and among groups.  The Public Health Institute is 
in the process of designing a web based collaborative platform that will serve as an effective 
tool for organizing collaborative work.  An entire generation of “open source” web based 
tools have risen in import and utility and are increasingly used by grass roots organizations 
and individuals to inform, plan, organize and execute.  The corporate world has increasingly 
made use of these tools but public health is somewhat of a latecomer.  This session will 
demonstrate one approach being used to help public health and other thought leaders build 
constituencies for health and work together more effectively across time and distance. 
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NNPHI Staff Contacts 
See Louisiana & District of Columbia 
 
CDC Contacts 
See Georgia & Texas 
 
RWJF Contacts 
See New Jersey 
 
Other National Associations 
See District of Columbia 
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